
  

St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church 
October 03, 2021 - 2nd Sunday of Luke 

 

Fr. Stavros Akrotirianakis (Proistamenos) 
Fr. Stratton Dorozenski (Retired Priest In Residence) 

Fr. John Stefero (Retired Priest In Residence) 
 

(St. Dionysios Above) 

Parish Priest:   Rev. Fr. Stavros Akrotirianakis  813-876-8830 
Retired Priest in Residence: Rev. Fr. Stratton Dorozenski  813-876-8830 
Retired Priest in Residence: Rev. Fr . John Stefero   813-876-8830 
Pastoral Assistant:  Alex Limberatos    262-370-0586 
Pastoral Assistant James Harritos II    401-527-8203 
Bookkeeper:   Debbie Bowe      813-876-8830 
 

Parish Council: 
Jim Armstrong, President      954-295-6665 
Euripides Panos, Vice President     813-352-3972 
John Zelatis, Secretary      813-727-2271 
Gary Ward, Treasurer       813-846-3898 
George Chagaris       727-420-1920 
Amin Hanhan       813-846-2957 
Nick Katzaras       863-581-2430 
Jimmy Konstas       813-220-7352 
Marilyn Sandborn      813-855-8678  
Mike Xenick       813-340-8737 
 

12 Disciples  Mathew Balasis    727-421-7376 
AHEPA:   Thomas Sakaris, President   201-819-2319 
Altar Angels:   Engie Halkias    813-932-5859 
      Kalliope Chagaris   813-789-4134 
Bookstore:  Pres. Denise Stefero   678-464-4833  
Choir:    Pauline Spencer, Director   813-390-1782 
   Ruth Losovitz, Organist    727-688-2782 
Community Outreach:  Greg Melton    813-967-2074 
Dance Groups:  Η ΧΑΡΑ ΜΑΣ, Alexandra De Maio  813-340-9668              
   Bessie Palios,    813-523-0347 
    Maraquet Edquid     813-422-8963 
   ΠΑΡΕΑ,       Marina Choundas  813-877-6136 
   ΠΑΝΗΓΥΡΙ, Alexandra De Maio  813-340-9668 
Daughters of Penelope:  Diane Trimis    813-220-3389 
Finance Committee:  Gary Ward    813-846-3898 
Food Pantry  Sheila Vukmer    412-719-1005 
GriefShare:   Donna Hambos    813-843-8412 
GOYA:    Michael & Bessie Palios   813-523-0346 
Hope/Joy:   George & Zackie Ameres   813-245-3813 
Men’s Fellowship:  Fr. Stavros N. Akrotirianakis  813-876-8830 
MOMS:   Mary Ann Konstas   813-215-9862 
Nursing Ministry: Marcelle Triantafilou   612-396-5026 
Oratorical Festival:  Peggy Bradshaw    727-244-1374 
Photography Ministry:  Karina Findlay    813-476-9632 
Philoptochos:   Melissa Krinos    813-716-9975  
Stewardship:  Chris Kyrus    757-672-1920 
   George Mitseas    813-748-1220 
Sunday School:  Vickie Peckham    813-758-3102 
Welcoming Ministry:  Maria Xenick    813-765-3587 
Young Adults  James Harritos II    401-527-8203 
Young at Heart:  Mike Trimis, President   813-784-4872 
   Mary Nenos, Vice President  813-935-2096 
Youth Protection:  Suzanne Pileggi    813-244-5855 



Welcome to all of our Visitors “Welcome one another just as Christ has welcomed you, for the 
glory of God.” Romans 15:7  We pray that your worship experience with us today will be inspira-
tional and uplifting.  Please introduce yourself to an usher or a member of the Welcoming Minis-
try and pick-up a “welcome packet” as you exit the church.  We are happy that you are with us 
today! 
 

Holy Communion is offered only to Orthodox Chr istians who are in good canonical standing 
with the church and who have prepared through prayer and fasting. Everyone is invited to receive 
the Antidoron (Blessed Bread) at the end of the Divine Liturgy. 
 

Order for Holy Communion—With Sunday School back in session the order for Holy Commun-
ion will be as follows: 

1. Choir 
2. Altar boys 
3. Sunday school teachers (who will line up in middle aisle before Communion) 
4. Sunday school students (who will line up in the middle aisle before Communion behind the teachers) 
5. Then the rest of the congregation 

SYNAXARION:  
St. Dionysios the Areopagite; Rusticus and Eleutherios the Martyrs; John the Chozebite, Bishop of Caesaria; 

Apolytikion of the Week (Pl 2 Mode): When the angel-
ic powers appeared at the tomb and soldiers guarding You 
became as though dead and standing by Your sepulchre 
was Mary seeking Your pure and sacred Body. For You 
did vanquish Hades and uncorrupted by its touch, You 
came unto the virgin woman bestowing the gift of Life. O 
You who rose from the dead, Lord, we give glory to You.   
 

Apolytikion of St. Dionysios (4 Mode): Having learnt 
kindness, and being always steady and sober, vested with 
a good conscience as befits a priest, you drew out from 
the Chosen Vessel the secrets of God. And having kept 
the faith, you have finished the fair race, O Hieromartyr 
Dionysius. Intercede with Christ our God, entreating Him 
to save our souls.  
 
 
 

Apolytikion of St. John: The memory of the just is ob-
served with hymns of praise; for you O Forerunner the 
witness of the Lord is sufficient.  You have proved to be 
truly more venerable than the prophets.  Since you were 
granted to baptize in the river, the One Whom they pro-
claimed.  Therefore, you strove for truth, proclaiming 
with joy the Good News, even to those in Hades: that God 
was manifested in the flesh, and takes away the sins of the 
world, and grants to us His great mercy. 
 
Kontakion: A protection of Chr istians unshamable, 
intercessor to our Holy Maker unwavering, reject not, the 
prayerful cries of those who are in sin.  Instead, come to 
us for you are good, your loving help bring unto us, who 
are crying in faith to you.  Hasten to intercede and speed 
now to supplicate, as a protection for all time, Theotokos 
for those who honor you. 

Fifty-Two Verses in Fifty-Two Weeks: The Bible Project 
October 3-9 

 

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven. Ecclesiastes 3:1  
 
While it may not feel like it in Florida, fall has begun. In many areas of the country, leaves 
on the trees are changing colors and the temperatures are slowly dropping. Even in Florida, 
the endless heat of summer will give way to more pleasant temperatures. The changing sea-
son reminds us that no season lasts forever. Every season comes to an end, even bad seasons. 
Life has seasons—there is a season when we go to school, a season when we work, a season 
when we retire, and a season when we pass on from this life. There are many other seasons. 
Some friendships last for a “season” and then fade away, to be replaced by other seasons. We 
may spend a “season” in a home or a town or a job before moving to a different one. We are 
in a season of great anxiety in our world right now. We don’t know when or how it will end. 
And even if this season lasts for years, it will not follow us once life is over. Therefore, de-
spite the anxiousness of this “Season” of our lives, we have to keep our eyes on the prize, 
which is eternal life. That is the season which will never end. Therefore, in every season of 
our life on earth, even this one, we need to be preparing for the eternal season. And of 
course, we continually pray that the season of the pandemic will end soon as well.  

Sunday, October 3  Orthros 8:45 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
Altar Group: St. Mark // Nicholas Carter, Zachary Carter, Harry Robinson, Prometheus Koutouzi, Leo Lenardos, PJ Zelatis, Niko Kyrus 

Monday, October 4  Fr. John’s Bible Study  6:30 p.m. 
    Orthodoxy 101   6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, October 5  Women’s Bible Study  10:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, October 6  Paraklesis    10:00 a.m. 

Thursday, October 7  Adult Greek School  6:00 p.m. 
    Fr. Stavro on OCN  7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, October 9  St. Stefanos GOYA Volleyball Tournament 

Sunday, October 10  Orthros 8:45 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
Altar Group: St. Luke // Teddy Kafentar is, Andrew Thatcher , Kr is Chr istopher , Vasilios Panos, J onah Blankenbaker , Lucas Elly, Liam Elly 
     
    Men’s Group   5:00 p.m. 

Upcoming Services & Events VISION:   
Love God, Love your neighbor and spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ as an Orthodox Christian community. 

 

MISSION: 
The mission of St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church is to welcome and serve people with love, 

truth, joy and peace, and to create an environment that encourages all to seek salvation through Orthodox 
Christianity. 

 

CORE VALUES: 
Love, Worship, Community, Learning, Service 

Stewardship 2021 Update 
As of Wednesday, September 28, we have received 352 stewardship forms,  

with a pledged amount of $471,918.00 for 2021. Don’t forget to fill out your form  and send it into the office! 



 Readings for 2nd Sunday of Luke 

Prayer List: Lord Jesus Christ, Physician of our Souls and Bodies, visit and heal your servants: Irina, Ma-
rina, Yuri, and Christophoros; Ashley Snyder; Evangelos & Caroline Critkas; Constantinos & Kalotina 
Klimis; Christine Alex, June, Lillian Thomas; Scotty; Desi Serriera; Ashley Kladakis; Dora Kallas, Kathy 
& Andrew Bouzinekis; Anastasia; Virginia Georgiou, Ron Myer, Toula Tsaros, Fr. Pat Legato, Nellie 
Pringle, Yolanda Webb, Angela Bougas, Tony Ekonomou, Ron, Jason Vickers, Rex Garrison, Tina Cha-
konas, Ann Demas, Christina Noel Kouzes Houck, Evangeline Xeroteres, Ashley Henderson, Natalie 
Henderson, Chris, Debbie, James, Avery, Lily, Jacob, Jesse, Ann, Rosario, Antonia Caffentzis, Alissa, 
John, Angela, Joey, Christine Scourtes, Steven, Matthew & Family, Phyllis, John Zelatis, Reagan, Peter 
Zaharis, Alexandra Ferrarolis, Leon & Despina Botham, Cindy Xenick, Mary Ellen Evdemon, Marie So-
fia Panagopoulos, Maria Hursey, Chris Vamvakias, John Myer, Mike Trimis, Robert and Alice Stoccar-
do, John Alexander, Michael Romero, George Hambos, Dean Kondilis and Family, Bill and Nancy Mani-
kas, Patricia Costello, Anastasia Smyrnakis, Ekaterina & Anna Shushaalykova, Dora Koudouna, Debbie 
Phelps, Mary Voykin, David Voykin, Denise Badrane, Don Payne, and all victims of war, terrorism, 
crime, natural disaster, and all of whom we are unaware. 

Epistle Reading is from St. Paul’s 2nd Letter to  
the Corinthians 4:6-15 
Prokeimenon: O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance.  
To you, O Lord, I have cried, O my God.  
Brethren, it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who has shone in our hearts to 
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 
But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, to show that the transcendent power belongs to God 
and not to us. We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to des-
pair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body 
the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. For while we 
live we are always being given up to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus may be mani-
fested in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in you. 
Since we have the same spirit of faith as he had who wrote, "I believed, and so I spoke," we too 
believe, and so we speak, knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus 
and bring us with you into his presence. For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to 
more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 
 
 

Gospel Reading is from Luke 6:31 
The Lord said, "As you wish that men would do to you, do so to them. If you love those who love 
you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. And if you do good to 
those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. And if you 
lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sin-
ners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing 
in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for he is kind to 
the ungrateful and the selfish. Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful."  

Men’s Group, Oct 10—The Men’s Group will meet Sunday, October 10, at 5:00 p.m. We 
will walk to a nearby restaurant and have dinner and then come back to church for a discus-
sion, concluding by 7:30 p.m. All men of the community are welcome to participate.  

MINISTRY NEWS & UPDATES 

St. John’s Bookstore — Do you have questions about specific aspects of the Or-
thodox faith? Available in our bookstore, The Orthodox Church: 455 Questions and 
Answers by Fr. Stanley S. Harakas. In a matter of seconds you’ll be able to find an-
swers to the questions most often asked about the Orthodox Church, its faith, and its 
life. Simply written and indexed for easy reference. Stop in to our bookstore today!  

Mark Your Calendars for Community Outreach! 
Our Community Outreach would love for you to help out! Mark your Calendars for October 
16. As we read the Acts of the Apostles and remember the ministry of the early Christians 
“serving tables”, let us become as the early church and feed those hurting in our city! This 

ministry meets every 3rd Saturday of the month at Beluah Baptist Church from 8:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.  
Be sure to contact Greg Melton for details (813-967-2074 or gmelt12@gmail.com)  

Orthodoxy 201, Starting Next Week, Monday, October 11, 6:30p.m.—We will 
be kicking off Orthodoxy 201 on a deep dive on the history, symbols, meaning, 
and utility on iconography. We will also do a full church tour of our icons! Be 
sure to e-mail Alex Limberatos (alex@stjohntpa.org) if you are interested. Topics/
classes to follow include: 
October 11—Iconography (A Church Tour) 
October 18—Angels, Demons, and Saints 
October 25—Prayer & Ritual 
November 8—The Human Person 

Orthodoxy 101, Last Class, October 4 on Yiayaology: We will cover  fasting, icons, 
prayer, and separating Theology from “yiayialogy.” Classes will be held on these three 
Mondays from 6:30-8:30 p.m. and will be held in the CHURCH Sanctuary. Please sign 
up with Fr. Stavros at frstav@gmail.com, so he has enough materials for everyone. 

Fr. Stavros Live on OCN, October 7—Father Stavros will be interviewed 
on the Orthodox Christian Network (OCN) several times this fall. He will 
be speaking on the topic of “Called to Be Disciples: What it Means to be a 
Christian.” In October, he will be featured on programs scheduled for 
Thursday, October 7 and Thursday, October 21, from 7:00-8:00 p.m. each 
time.  

YAH Bus Trip to Greek Orthodox Monasteries in Ocala, FL - Saturday, November 13 (All 
Members of Our Community Welcome)—Join us on Saturday, November 13. We will depart 
from the St. John parking lot at 10:30 am sharp. Sign up as soon as possible to determine the size 
bus. We already have 21 of the maximum of 56 seats signed up. Contact Mike Trimis, YAH Presi-
dent at 813-784-4872 or TrimisM@gmail.com.  

Saturday, October 9—Volleyball Tournament hosted by St. Stephanos in St. Petersburg. 
This event was cancelled in 2020 and is returning this year. Any GOYAns who are interested 
in attending should contact Michael and Bessie Palios, GOYA Advisors.  



Bible Studies Returning 

Monday Night Bible Study  
Leader: Fr John Stefero 
Day: Mondays 6:30 p.m. 
Continues: October 4 

Women’s Group  
Leader: Fr. Stavros 
Day: Tuesdays 10:00 a.m. 
Continues: October 5 

James’ Book Study 
Leader: James Harritos II 
Day: Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. 
Begins: October 26 

Liturgical & Study Notes 

Sunday, October 3- St. Dionysios the Areopagite - St. Dionysios conver ted to Chr istianity after  hear ing St. 
Paul preach in Athens, becoming one of the first Athenians to convert. He later became the first bishop of Athens, 
who was later martyred for his faith.  

Wednesday, October 6 – Paraklesis Service of Supplication to the Virgin Mary – We will continue to offer 
Paraklesis once a month, so that we can pray for all the members of our community by name, out loud. We will alter-
nate some in the evening and some in the morning. For October, the Paraklesis will be offered on Wednesday morn-
ing, October 6, from 10:00-11:00 a.m.  

Monday Night Bible Study will return on Monday, October  4 @ 6:30 p.m. We will continue with the Beati-
tudes and cover: "Blessed are those who mourn for they shall be comforted."  

Women’s Bible Study will continue on Tuesdays, @ 10:00 a.m.  

Tuesday Night Book Study will begin on October  26. James Har r itos will be leading the Tuesday Night Book 
Study on Mountain of Silence. Be sure to e-mail James if you are interested (james@stjohntpa.org). 

Happy Birthday and Happy Nameday! 
If you want to make sure we have your birthdate on file, please call the office.  

Birthdays Namedays 

The Parish Assistance Program Continues (PAP) 

Since May 1 2020, we have been offering a Parish Assistance Program, PAP, with BayCare Be-
havioral Health. The PAP program provides our parishioners access to free and confidential 
counseling services - offering additional support when life’s challenges become overwhelming. 
The PAP utilizes a network of faith-based providers and are sensitive to the values and beliefs of 
those they serve and provide compassionate care to children, adults, parents, and seniors. Parish-
ioners can contact BayCare to request up to three free and confidential counseling sessions from 
a licensed mental health professional. The BayCare helpline, 800-878-5470, is answered 24/7 by 
mental health professionals. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS & UPDATE 

Sunday, October 3 Topic: The Bible  
(Class Picture Day)  

Sunday, October 10 Topic: The Church 
Building & Sacred Vessels  

Sunday, October 17 Topic: The Ten  
Commandments  

Sunday, October 24 Topic: Liturgy /  
Holy Communion  

Sunday, October 31 Topic: Saints Cosmas & 
Damian: Serving with Love  

Hope & Joy Fall Harvest Celebration  
Sunday, October 17th 4:00 – 6:00 PM  

@ The Kourmolis Center  
 

All children Pre-K through 6th grade are invited to join us for an afternoon of  
Games, Dinner, Crafts and Fellowship!  

 
Come in Costume (no witches or devils please)  

 
Please bring an item to stock our St Johns Food Panty which supports those most in need.  

Items most in need are: Socks, Hats and Single Serve food Items (Cereal Bars, Individual Tuna, Granola 
bars, Nuts or Trail mix)  

 
Kindly R.S.V.P. by October 10th  

Zackie text 813-245-3813 or zackiec@yahoo.com  
Please let us know if you would like to volunteer during event! 

Goyans, parents, grandparents are all welcome! 

October 3 Jane Stavropoulos, Ariadne Stonestreet,  
Declan Torres, Harry Koutroumanis 

DIONISIS (Dionysius, Dionysis, Dionisos, 
Dionysios, Dionysos, Nionios, Denis, Dennis, 

Denise, Sissy)  

October 4 Fatin Kwasny, Denise Badrane IEROTHEOS (Hierothus), KALLISTHENIS, 
VERINA (Verina, Vera)  

October 5 Olympia Stilian, Alexander Sotiropoulos HARITINI (Haritine, Tina, Hara, Charitin)  

October 6 Demitry Bannach EROTIIS (Erotiis), THOMAS (Thomas, Tom)  

October 7 Voula Kabougeris BAKHOS, POLYCHRONIS (Polychronios), 
SERGIOS (Sergio)  

October 8  PELAGIA  

October 9 Ester Bannach LOT 

Parish General Assembly — October 17 
 
On October 17, we will have our fall Parish Assembly Meeting. It will be offered both in person and via 
zoom. Instructions will follow. There are two things that we will do that are critical to our parish for the 
coming year. The first is to pass a budget. For most of the items on the budget, there is not much to dis-
cuss. We are not going to debate whether to pay the electric bill or the sewer bill. These are fixed costs to 
our church regardless of how many people attend here or how much we spend or save. There are a couple 
of areas of the budget where there is something to discuss. These include personnel and charitable giving. 
The kind of budget that we pass says a lot about the kind of parish we want to have. And our financial sup-
port of our parish through stewardship says a lot about how important spreading the message of Christ is to 
us individually. While the budget will reflect a certain amount for stewardship, we don’t offer stewardship 
in order to achieve some goal—rather we offer stewardship in a prayerful and personal way which reflects 
our love for Christ.  


